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July 14, 1998

Softball Administration

Plano Parks and Recreation Department

1409 Avenue K

Plano, TX 75074

To Whom it May Concern:

I'm the manager of the Whipping Boys this season.  We're playing in the Plano Monday night men's D league softball.  I'm writing to express our frustration that has grown over the last few seasons. First, regarding the decline in the quality of the officiating the last few seasons, and in particular to relate two incidents during our July 6, 7:30 game.  And second regarding inappropriate number of C- and B-level players that have been slumming it in D league for so many seasons.

I would appreciate a reply on these points.  I’m interested to know whether you recognize and acknowledge the problems I’m describing.

The day after the July 6 game our catcher told us that the plate umpire was chatting amicably with the opposing batters. No big deal, and in fact we all agree that usually makes for a better game. But in one exchange the umpire said, “Drill one up that fat 3rd base f***er's ass.” (Apparently he said it loud enough that our catcher was wondering if any of the children in the stands heard him. There were several kids there that night.) I’m not aware of any ongoing antagonism between any of our team members and any of the individual umpires. So I have no idea why this umpire would single us out by insulting us like that.

At the start of that game, that same plate umpire pulled a power play that was completely uncalled for.  We had a couple of players show up just a minute before game time.  I intended to write our eleventh player as DH. But in my rush to finish the line-up I wrote him in as a substitute. (I don’t have much practice.  I’ve only filled out three line-ups in the last two years.)  When I explained to the scorekeeper what I intended he told me to take it back and correct it.  I made the correction and as I was handing it to the scorekeeper and verifying with him that it was acceptable the umpire declared that we had forfeited our first at-bat.  He pulled out the 10-minute-before-game-time rule and applied it to us, but not the other team.  I know for certain that they didn't abide by the rule because I recognized one of their players running up only one minute prior to our late players.

Now, if our team were habitually late with the line-up I can understand the umpire getting frustrated and penalizing us for that. But we're not.  If this were A or B league I could understand being more strict in applying the rule.  But it's not.  He penalized us severely for at most a 30-second delay to the start of the game.

It took us longer to understand the ramifications of his call than the delay he was penalizing us for.  Once we realized that he wanted us to take the field we complained loudly for a few seconds, then gave in to the situation.  We recognize that D league is supposed to be recreational.  We didn’t agree with his call, but we were there to play softball so that’s what we did.  It wasn’t until later that we learned how much contempt he held us in.

In addition to that specific game, the officiating has been getting noticeably worse for several seasons. Nearly every game there has been at least one blatant poor call. I'm not talking inches, but feet. For example, a throw to our shortstop when the runner was a good three feet short of second was called safe. Another time, a runner at second took off early on a fly ball and was at least ten feet from the bag (not an exaggeration, he thought our outfielder had misjudged) when the ball was caught and neither umpire could make the call.  And so on.

Blown calls take on an entirely different meaning when coupled with the blatant favoritism shown in non-call related situations such as insults and random enforcing of the off-field rules. Blown calls happen and they do effect the quality of the game, but these other situations have caused a complete breakdown in trust.  The umpires appear to have zero respect for our team or our players.  In that kind of environment it’s hard to have fun.

And D league is supposed to be about having fun.  It is supposed to be the recreational league, the couch potato league. D league is supposed to be a group of friends who get together once a week and play in an organized league. That's not how we can describe the level of the teams we've been playing in this league. With the current level of play in D league many of us should quit and the rest hold try-outs to fill the team with consistent home run hitters and frozen rope throwers.  That doesn’t sound like recreational softball, anymore. We're tired of getting humiliated by trophy-hounds week after week.

About half of our team has been playing together for about three and a half years in a few different leagues.  The rest have been with the team for at least a year.  The last six seasons have been in Plano (under various names.)  By now we have a pretty good idea of what constitutes a D league team.  What we're seeing in most of the teams the last few seasons are at least five players per team who can hit the ball at least 300 feet.  Those aren't D league hitters.  In fact, we've had a couple of those players admit to us that they usually play in higher leagues.

Most seasons there was one other team in our league composed of players at about our level.  Whether we won or lost, those made for some interesting games.  This season every team has at least four C/B-level hitters that can consistently pound the ball to the creek.  (We're on field 7, with no fence, which exacerbates the problem.)

I strongly recommend you find some way to control the level of player in this league.  For example, enforce the no-homer or one-homer-per-team rule and put up fences to limit how far the trophy-hounds can hit.  I’m familiar with your multi-use field situation, so you should consider moving D league to a field that already has fences.  Or lastly, warn any new D league teams of what they're getting in to.  If they know they’re really playing in a mislabeled C league they may decide to play somewhere else.

Between the unbalanced games, and the poor officiating Plano D league is no fun, anymore.

Respectfully,

Drake Christensen

